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postor W agner's Hook About Ameries.

Wagner affords some very enter-
| plensant reading for Americans

Pastor

mm','_‘.,.'.m My Impressions of America,”
i" ! vid from the French by Mary Louise
Hendee (McClure, Phillips & Co). The
orechor of the simple life was oppressed
by 0 sense of the absenoe of simplicity when
he camne to «tudy of the English language

(b of preparation for his visit to
;r‘\‘ ~ vy in 1904. He says he found
,;‘.,: . bl two oceans Lo cross—the At-
m:!"" i the English grammar. Several
rimes 111 PrEVIOUS years he had essayed to
maater 1his formidable tongue, and each
time e had recoiled from it in blank defeat.
He mentions a discouraged feeling—a feel-
ing thilt lenths were too deep, its in-
gricacies 100 intricate for any but the des-
perate  He sald to himself: *Impossible
to acqiire this language—abové all else to
prononncs: it!” But now that he had been
invited to go to America, and was going,
he found the very genius of hard work
operating in him. This was precisely what
had heen noeded. At onoe the whole view
and business suffered agresable :d.lp.
He teils us “Suddenly the m ap-
peared 1o me a delightful tongue, and to

hear it ~poken or read it became my favor-
ite occupation.” The actor Delorme of the
Renaigsance Theatre, who had played
Shakegpeare in English in the United States,
took him in hand. He was of great benefit,
The now happy sufferer records: “He
gradually habituated me to the proper
pmnuncmmn.md inflaction, and during
the vacation in the country we had seesions
of work together that lasted from morning
till night, during which 1 addressed to my
tireless and scrupulous auditor lectures,
germons and speeches of all sorts, striving
to carry over from one language into the
other the whole repertory of my ideas. In
my leisure moments | English to
myself, and eventually’I thought in Eng-
ish."
’ That little story of how he acquired the
English language is told by Mr. Wagner in
chapter entitled “Obstacles.” * The fol-
:.wmg chapter bears the interesting.and
personal heading, “Enter Mr. John Wana-
maker.” It tells of a meeting with Mr.
wanamaker in Paris and of Mr., Wana-
maker's invitation to the author to spend
his first fortnight in America at Linden-
burst, Mr. Wanamaker's country place
pear Philadelphia. As Mr, Wagner boarded
the steamship La Lorraine to set sail he
found awaiting bim a cable message from
Mr., Wanamaker, which said: “America
welcomes you:" The sea and the effects of
{ta tumult upon the unaccustomed traveller
are described in another brief chapter; in
gtill another there is comment suggested
by the lighthouses on the American coest.
Waking in the morning the voyager be-
holds New York harbor all alive. He for-
bids himself the distinction of being the
first of his kind to overlook the skyscrapers.
His comment is: “At first sight, I frankly
confess, the ‘skysorapers’ struck me as
monstrosities, as mushrooms of extrava-
gant growth, sprung from the overstimu-
lated soil of Titanie cities; as abnormal
excrescences arising out of the fever and
folly that are the issues of a mad competi-
tion for material wealth. And there may
be something of all this in them—a little of
everything, good and evil, in their origin.
For the sake of ssthetics, to which mer's
life never should become indifferent, it
may be hoped that these phenomenal build,
ings may remain the exception.” He saw
the glory of them later, looking from Brook-
lyn early on a winter's evening. Like other
urban objects they have their variations
and degrees of beauty.

Mr. Wanamaker was the first person he
saw on landing. “His good, kind face
scemed a sign of the happiest augury.”
The reporters ‘asked the preacher of the
simple life for a message for themselves.
He answered themi “Report only what is
true,” There is a chapter on “The First
(ity Sights,” In places in New York “the
movement of businees is considerably more
tumultuous than anywhere in Paris.”
From the elevated trains he was enabled
to look into many interiors and to observe
considerable family life while flying. He
was impressed by the ingenious method
the people have of drying clothes—by the
vast webs of pulley lines running from back
windows. His first Sunday was spent at
6. 8. McClure's place at Ardsley. He
gives his impressions of the Hudson., Wriv-
ing from Ardsley to Irvington, he waa sur-
prised to meet o few automobiles. Read-
®rs will ‘'be surprised that he should have
met so few. His first speech in English was
made at Mr, MoClure’s., There are chap-
ters about Lindenhurst, about the visit to
the White House, about many interesting
and charming places. The American houses
pleased him. He was pleased by the beds,
the bathrooms, the varieties of soap. All
the chapters are marked by bits of vivid
description running into queer little ser-
monizings. The book is full of the pleasant
epirit. It is keen and generous, - It will
delight a multitude of readers.

Colonial Life in India

*Set in Authority” is an ambitious effort
on the part of Sara Jeannette Duncan Cotes
to present in the form of a novel some idea
of the administration of Colonial affairs
in England's Eastern possessions. The
chief character of the story is a Viceroy
of India who has signalized his rule by re-
markahle activity in the strife between
civil and militnrr authority which finally
results in his recall. After that it matters

le to the significance of the events re-
corded that the Viceroy is represented as a
bachelor and that the name of Lord Curzon
s mentioned among his predecessors in
office

Ihe scenario of the story girdles the
globe from the sunbaked plains of India
totheice fields of Alaska with a central sta-
tion of arrival and departure in England,
wnehe personagesare introduced and salient
ssies are discussed around the tea table,
The plot is intricate, elaborate and care-
filly worked out. Its main theme, the
trial of an English soldier for the murder of
a nitive, seems slight to support so great
a4 mass of incident and intrigue involving
the highest officials of the empire. The
narrative is sacrificed to discussions of
e/l and military affairs and the love interest
i weak and abortive. The chief com-
Nissioner of a province and the “demi-
0% cial” lady doctor spend some time talking
e teric stuff and drinking tea together,
but he was a married men, shea moral lady,
&.d even the author refused to take ad-
vantage of the wite's timely death. He
might have —she would have forgiven him—
Vit he dicn’i. A faithful English girl has
secret Jove for the black sheep of the tale,

I committed suicide, thereby defraud-
2 a worthy girl of 2 neer do weal husband
heating the author out of a dramatic

the hanging of a British soldier in
esence of his regiment. for the murder
' native which is the crux of the plot'.
p« the writer thought she couldn't
g° the situMtion.

ntiel

¢

Certainly the regi-
flicers knew tey ocouldn’t, and
od &t the poor chap's taking himeelf
cssly with opium.
hief interest of the story lies in the
wnt of social life among lish
iisin India who take their little g-
dlod with them and set it up like a toy vil-
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Get It Early

Ridgway’s is the newest thing in modern journalism.

~and '

- | Published from fourteen cities .
simultaneously this morning

Each issue the same-everywhere except the local sections, and
brim-full of the week’s happenings, flshed by wire from all parts
of the country up to going to press.

The big events of the week featured in national editorials con-
tributed by telegraph by fourteen editors throughout the country up
to midnight Friday, shaped-up by Samuel Hopkins Adams and his
associates in New York, and telegraphed back to all the branches,
for publication this morning.

It is

Edited by telegraph, and in your hands a few hours after going to

press. It is an epitome of the vital important things that concern

the nation and you with their real significance made clear.

in the memory.

The illustrations are a big feature.
on super paper depicting the important national and local occurrencs
in Business, Politics, Finance, Sports, Society and the Drama.

The magazine section is good. There are excellent stories, well
illustrated, several articles, plenty of humor of the sort that lingers

W. Gilmore Beymer contributes a brilliant short story, “The
Left Handed House,” splendidly illustrated.

William Travers Jerome, New York’s District Attorney, writes
an answer to an absorbing question, Is the Political Boss Doomed?

Joseph Conrad begins his great serial story, The Secret Agent, a
story that will interest and fascinate.

Martin Egan conducts the Washiggton Bureau with a big staff of
editors, contributing the latest news from the capitol. Every depart-
ment of the government service under review by alert and able writers.

There are 4 pages on national topics of the week, 4 pages of
naticnal editorials, 8 pages of local happenings in your district, 16
pages illustrating current events, 8 pages from the Washington Bureau,
4 pages of humor, with additional pages of general articles and
sketches, making 64 pages in all,

16 pages of half-tones printed

Buy Ridgway’s

Get it Early

The Ridgway Company
Union Square, New York City
Publishers of Everybody’s Magazine

Ten Cents
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lage on traditional lines. The characters
are well drawn, the dialogue bright and
entertaining and the life described is pict-
uresque and interesting, aithough it lacks
the piquancy and savor Kipling has taught
us to expect from it. Wives are loyal to
their lords, husbands faithful to their con-
sorta. There is no scandal to spice it.
Even Simla, that city with the past that
made Kipling or that Kipling made, has
reformed, the author assures us, and the
chief attraction on the Mall to-day is the
parlor of the Young Women's Christian
Association.

Mrs. Cotes knows her subject thoroughly
from her long residence in India and in
spite.of some small errors in regard to
official precedent her book ranks above the
average ininterest and excellence. (Double-
day, Page & Co.)

A Woman's Confession to an Idol.

Marian Lee's “Confessions to a Heathen
Tdol® (Doubleday, Page & Co.) belongs to
the school of fiction wherain the heroine
tells the story of her life by means of letters,
a diary or some form of intimate self-revela-
tion designed for public perusal. The
introspective woman miust have an audi-
ence. Her self-consciousness craves sym-
pathy. Her egotism demands racognition.
The writer of the story is a widow facing
her fortieth year with the uneasiness which
that dreaded age often arouses in women
upappropriated in marriage relations and
unabsorbed in the rearing of young chil-
dren. She makes her nightly confessiona
to a teakwood idol of a taciturn disposition.
The confessions are didactic, voluble and
personal. The idol, mot being supplied
with a phonographic apparatus, never in-
terrupts with irrelevant remarks. Why a
woman should waste her time and emo-
tions on & wooden image when the right man
is at hand is past the comprehension of
all pmen and most women. Evidently the
woman wanted to write a book and thought
that was the best way sinoce it had the merit
of novelty in scheme.

The story told in these confessions with
one eye on the Deity and the other on the
audience is the old tele of deleyed heppiness
through 2 man's loyalty to his’dead friend,

which interferes with his wedding the willing |

widow. Various plezarnt personages are
jntroduced in the widow's chapters of com-

fession, occasional conversations are ar-
rznged made up of running comment on
men and women and things, epigrammatio
sayings, more surprising than bnillisnt,
etiract a pessing interest, and uitimately
the ineviteble is ecoomplished in the wed-
ding of the widow, when the confessions end
in a final and notable confidence: “When
A woman is merried she confesses to no
one, not even to & broad minded teckwood
idol. The right kind of a wife never con-
fesses, even go herself.”

An Qld Law Furnishes a Queer Tale,

An ancient statute once in force in the
District of Columbia, which permitted a
father to will away his unborn child, is the
inspiration of Caroline Abbot Stan'ey’'s new
story, “A [Modern Madonna” (The Century
Company). Since the statute was repealed
some ten years ago it is difficult to under-
standjwhy the book shouldhave been written.
Founded upon a dead issue, made up of old
time melodramatic material, the story is one
of those upon which either praise or blame
confers undeserved distinction.

A young widow who has been unhappily

married and whose husband is killed by thg
girl he has wronged finds that her unborn
child is willed to her brother-in-law. The
solution of the difficulty |s to marry the
brother-in-law, which she does after endless
lawsuits and conflicts, flight and pursuit,
argument and brain fever, and the good old
time reconciliation at the child's sickbed.
The well worn wires of ooincidence are
pulled, regardless of plausibility, to persuade
the widow to care for the wronged girl in her
dying hours and to adopt her child. So the
wronged wife, the illegitimate son, the
cruel brother and the baby of contention all
wottle down in a happy family.
M Meantime the woman suffragists and
Iobbyists go on righting unjust laws at the
pitional capital, as they repealed the stat-
ute upon which “A Modern Madonna® is
| founded.

Juveniies,

While the tide of fiction is setting in
strong this season the ourrent of stories
intended for youth, for some reason Qr
other, surpasses in volume and speed the
stream of grownup romance. They ap-
! pear, this year, far ahead of the regular
\ holiday season and their oumber already is

legion. Those that have come to hand
are of uniformly respectable workmanship,
generally well written and nearly all pro-
vided with the necessary amount of sensa-
tional incident. 1t will be hard for parents
to choose among them.

The portraiture of entartaining ° and
natural children has become a rather wide-
spread art in England. Three of these
will be met with in “The Railway Children,”
by E. Nesbit (Macmillans), a sturdy small
boy and a stolid very small girl, both rather
familiar types in fiotion and a nice older
girl, who is the heroine. The story is de-
signed to harrow the feelings, as it t.ms
on & tragedy in life, and to some may seem
undesirably morbid, but it leads up to a
dramatic and affecting climax. The hero-
ine's excess of kindness is not likely to find
imitation in America. The pictures are
capital.

A steady fight against crime is kept up
in Allen French's strenuous tale, “Pelham
and His Friend Tim” (Little, Brown and
Company). An unusually vindictive and
stupid villain with a talent for throwing
stones keeps the young heroes busy. A
senseless strike guided by a fraudulent
agitator offers a picture that older readers
may find instructive. The story is well
told and abounds in vigorous action.

There is promise in the descriptions of
the country and of country people in “Ro-
berta and Her Brothers,” by Alice Ward
Bailey (Little, Brhwn and Company), but
the tale is put together verx loosely, perhaps
to leave the threads for a “series.” The
theme seems to be the struggle of a high
school girl with her inner self, and is not
wholly novel. There is a middle aged
love story and there are suggestions of
impending juvenile affaira of the heart.
The reader may wish that the author would
stick to gfown up fiction and let the half
growns alone.

An unusual touch will be found in Sara
E. Ambler's “The Dear Old Home (Little,
Brown and Company) in the introduction
of the Amish peopls. This enables the |
author to bringin a good deal of natural, un-
forced humor when describing the adven-
tures of her city children in the country.
There is a horserace, but the incidents are
such as children may enjoy safely.

It was an exosllent idea to draw on Sir
Walter Scott's “Tales of a CGrandfather” |
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Poems

CHARLES SCRIBNER'S SONJS
Publish to.day = -~ .

CAMP-FIRES in the CANADIAN ROCKIES

Director of New York Zoological Gardens
Photographa by J. M. Phillips.

The racy and unconventional narrative of a v:ry r?mlrhbl > |

nigh inaccessible Canadian Rockies, with wonderful iNustrations. $3.00 net;

ON NEWFOUND RIVER

A splendid love story founded on his early story of the same name, told
the most charming way, and set against the background of Southern life he

A LITTLE BOOK OF BORES

With drawings by the auihor.

A bore for each isiter of the alphabet described in a verse and a drawing full
of the whimaical humor and gay satire which have made Mr. Herford s books so
,” “The Egotist,” “The Familiar Friend,"” and
o Intensely Intense,” are some of the liveliest and best of his creations.

" INDUSTRIAL AMERICA

The addresses delivered at Berlin in 1908 in connection with the interchange

f German and American professors,
account of the industrial problems at present occu-
pying public attention in the United'States, presented in a way that a non-
-pecinlm audience would find instructive and important.

ES OF THE POCKET EDITION OF THE
ORKS OF GEORGE MEREDITH

In 168 volumes, each sold separately. Leather, $1.25 net cloth, $1.00.
Lord Ormont and His Aminta

The Amazing Marriage

i e S
S 3

@ trip into the well-

Illustrated in color, $1.50

$1.00 net; post. ex.

$1.25 net, post. erira.

Mirth, will appear

THE FRUIT OF THE TREE

Another great novel by EniTH WHARTON, author of The House
of SCRIBNER'S MAGAZINE during 1807.
Send for illustrated prospectus.

By NELSON LLOYD

theory of
‘buor{)ed
did twenty.”

THE MOST ORIGINAL STORY OF THE DAY
THE ROBBERIES COMPANY, LTD.

A story of to-day utterly unlike other stories.
tically fantastic plot, the working out of the great robbery, the love story of
Captain Wade and his extraordinary struggle with the company, the militant
useless rubbish and the humor and ekill of the writing holds the reader
from the firet conference on matrimony to the meeting of “the splen-

Frontispiece. $1.50
The ingenuity of the realis-
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thinkin
doing

this clever writer reveals the «‘
of humanity in a way that wil
you want to cuddle her into

parents, etc.
read again.

your arms
also has gentle fun with “scientific motherhood,” “up-to-date”

A tale over which you will laugh and sigh-and
12mo, Cloth, illustrated.

Did you ever study that kicking, squirming, healthy baby of yours
and try to figure out just what outlook it has on life—what it is
of—and particularly what it thinks of you when you are
e one hundred and one fool things that we all want to do
in the fond belief that we are “amusing bahy”? In

The Incubator Baby

By ELLIS PARKER BUTLER, Author of “‘Pigs Is Pigs,”

uaint philosophy of a delicious mite
tug at your heartstrings and make

adopt her for life. He

76 cents,

BY F. BERKELEY SMITH
in London Town

This author's three former books on Paris life
were:'v m\"cuful. The new book deals with
Londoaqn the same happy straln, Profusely
iNustrated with about 50 original sketches, etc.
12mo, Cloth. $1.50 net.

The United States
in the 20th Century

By PisRaE LEROY BEAULIEU: transiated by
H. Addington Bruce. Most noteworthy work
on the United States since the publication of
Pryce’'s “American Commonwealth.” svo,
Cloth, 400 pages. $2.00, net. . ’

“An amazingly instructive volume.”—Evren
ing Madl, New York.

Samantha vs. Josiah

The Story of a Borrowed Automoblle and What
Came of It. By MARIETTA HOLLRY. This new

bubbles over with amusing quaintness In
she best style of the world famous Samantha

BY WILLIAM SCHUYLER

Under Pontius Pliate

The publie Is golng 1o take very kindly to this
new cudicer who has written a very werful
religious historical novel in & bold and original
manner. 12mo, Cloth, Hlustrated, $1.50.

"oych]c 'i';o-tmont ofd
Nervous Disorders

By Dr. PavyL DuBois, Unlyv. ¢f Berne: translated
!H' Smith Fly Jelliffe, M. D., and Wm. A. Whie,

). Mve, Cloth, 471 pp. $3.00 pet. by mall, $8.15,

“1 know of no single book so well adapted
for the physiclan who would seek to know the
practical applications and methods of pay-
chology as that of DuBois." Prof. K. Bleulen,
of Zurich, inthe Munchner Medizinische Wochen
schrift.

Miserare *

By MamEL WaoNaLLS, author “Stars of the
Opera.” ete. A story of music and musiclans,
Ella Wheeler Wilcox says It is “perfectly de

books. 400 pages, 75 comic plctures by Bart Jlightful and the theme s new and Interesting.”

Haley. $1.50. our-Glass Nerfes. Small 12mo, Cloth, IHus-
“Full of fun." -~ Newark News. trated. 40 Cents, net,

R

Common American and European Insects, and
Common Butterflies and Moths

Two Manuals by WILLIAM BEUTENMULLRR, Curator,

Department of Fntomology., Amerlcan

Museum of Natural History, New York. Eaeh type reproduced in natural colars, with com

mon and sclientific names,

18mo. pocket slze, musiin. Each, 256 cenis, net.

AT ALL BOOKSELLERS, TO-DAY, OR
FUNK & WAGNALLS COMPANY, Publishers

NEW YORK AND LONDON

An important political nrg.
that the best results cannot

He divides his srud

tion; §.

the election machine.

ideas for reform.

BOSTON

READY NEXT SATURDAY

Organized Democracy
* ALBERT STICKNEY

ment, clearly expressed and based on the belief
secured in a democracy if public officials are
chosen for fixed terms; that administration heads, from the President
lowest foreman, must have absolute power to choose and discharge subordinates;
and that the secret ballot should be abolished and a return made to the
meeting system. The author contends that Americans are free in name only,
and are practically slaves to ** the machine.”
as follows: 1.
Democracy; 3. The Cost of Machine Politics; 4 The Necessity of Reorganiza-
neral Review. His view of our present condition is that “party
vernment”’ with us to-day means nothing more nor less than government by
Government by the ¢lection machine means government by
money, and we have achieved not democracy but plutocracy.
however, is by no means pessimistic, but offers some very suggestive and definite

12mo., $1 net: Postage, 10 cents
HOUGHTON, MIFFLIN & C

to the

tfown.

Machine Politics; 2. Organized

Mr. Stickney,
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in & book for children as has been done in
“Stories From Scottish History,” by Mada-
len L. Edgar (Thomas Y. Crowell and Com-

pany). \
the “Poems” are being reprinted in count-,

'$ CAFEDES AMBASSADE

While the “Waverley Novels” and !

less editions SBcott's essays and ather works |

which are just as full of interest, are not
easy to get and are dropping out of sight
The romanc? of Scotland's history has never
been told so well as in the “Tales of a Grand-
father.” The same publishers lasue “Stories
from Dickens,” by J. Walker McSpadden.
The autho- keeps up the old time tradition
that children should hecome acquainted
with Dicken:’s unhealthy children. Here
we find again Oliver Twist, Smike, Little
Nell, Paul Dombey and Pip, with Little
Dorrit and David Copperfleld. Some of
the horrors are toned down mercifully,
but why cannot children be allowed to meet
first the cheery and sincere side of Dickens?

|

Street, just

30th S ERd i Bway.
New York's Restaurant a la Mede.

Table d'Hote $1.50. Telephone 5518 38 St

T. Y. Crowell and Company publish also in *

the same set “Tales from Herodotus,” by
H. A. Havell. The selections are purely

historical and fully half of the volume is |

given up to the stories of the struggle
against Xerxes.

What modern fancy can do with the
fairies may be seen in an excellent celection
of “Fairy Tales Retold from St. Nicholas”
(The Century Company). There was plenty
to choose fram in a range: of thirty-two

Continued on Tenth Page.
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Gilbert Parker’s novel begins
in HARPER'S GAZINE for
October. There are elght complete
short stories of unuseal Yigor and
| fewenty more contribytions of valoe—
none of them controversial or merely
IIHWI’."

HARPERS

‘"The Gentleman

Ragman
By Witbur Nesbit

" Thys is a story told by a boy
in a country town.
It is a funny story in spite of

| itself, but the fun is only one
| part of it.

There is an amateur boy de-
tective in it who is a humorous
| wonder.

And a girl poet.

The way things work out is
just the way things went when
most of us lived in country
towns.

Except that perhaps we never
saw a lot of nice girls try the
| barefoot Kneip cure in a stubby
| field.

It is a new type and perhaps
' the kind of story you enjoy.

| The
'Awakening of
'Helena Richie

By Margaret Deland

“ As an achievement in letters
| this story of passion and folly,
' repentance and renunciation, de-
serves to be ranked among the
chiefest examples of American
imaginative writing."” — Phila-
!a’:lphia North American. *“Mar-
'garet Deland has woven power,
| simplicity and pathos into an ex-
; quisitely brilliant result.”—Boston
\ Herald.

Ann
Boyd

By\Will N. Harben

Ann Boyd is a character you
will meet only once in fiction.

Single handed she fights the
battle of injured womanhood. She
sturdily faces the conventional
prejudice of years in her home
town, and at last wins out. And,
strangely enough, her grim
triumph is brought about by the
happy romance of her enemy’s

daughter.
There is real clash in this
story of feminine rivalry. It is

woman against woman, and both
women win !

The

Americanism
of Washington

By Henry Van Dyke

This little volume not only
makes clear what our national
spirit really is, but it carries a
patriotic and inspiring mcssaﬁ
to all whole-hearted and hi
minded men and women. %
Van Dyke sets forth the ideals
of Americanism as expressed by

c
ra

critics who have been disposed to

“ American.”

HARPER & BROTHERS.

It runs with breathless speed
from situation to situation

and keops up the interest te

o the denouement.”—Mail,

| AFFAIRS
 of STATE

& By the author of

“The Marathon Mystery”
0 Just published $1.50

e 2d edition already called for
r‘:' )

Pubiighars
New York

THE JOY OF BOOKS with expres-
sions of appreciation, by ancient™
mmx’:ﬁem.d the value md';hlm
of ,express your dasire by postal
fogC .L.Stebbim.ggtxon 5t Boston,

while they last you will receive-withnoh
oxpense aftached - a little book of quotations.
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@f you really wish to know

g T—

he.~ Plelding's Amella, Joseph Andrews, Smaole
leit s Peregrine Plckle, Roderick Random. PRATT,
81 b av.

Washington, and answers those

deny Washington the title of
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